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OCYSO	receives	a	total	of	$65,000	in	grants		

Orange,	 CA	 ‐	 The	 Orange	 County	 Youth	 Symphony	 Orchestra	 (OCYSO)	 has	 received	 a	
$30,000	matching	grant	 from	an	anonymous	donor	 to	provide	 scholarship	assistance	 for	
the	orchestra’s	2013	tour	of	the	United	Kingdom,	which	will	take	place	August	5‐13.	This	is	
a	 matching	 grant	 to	 one	 given	 by	 the	 O.L.	 Halsell	 Foundation.	 	 In	 addition,	 OCYSO	 has	
received	 a	 $5,000	 grant	 from	 the	 Getty	 Foundation	 to	 support	 the	 orchestra’s	 general	
operations	and	programming.	

“We	are	deeply	grateful	 to	the	O.L.	Halsell	Foundation	which	provided	the	 initial	$30,000	
grant,”	says	Daniel	Alfred	Wachs,	music	director	and	conductor	of	OCYSO.	“Without	it,	the	
matching	grant	would	not	have	been	possible.	 	In	addition,	we	are	honored	that	the	Getty	
Foundation	 also	 recognizes	 the	 significance	 of	 our	 work	 and	 of	 OCYSO’s	 five‐decade	
commitment	to	providing	the	highest	 level	of	pre‐professional	musical	training	in	Orange	
County.	These	generous	grants	will	enable	students	 to	participate	 in	our	exciting	Tour	of	
the	UK,	providing	them	with	a	musical	and	cultural	opportunity	of	a	lifetime.”	

OCYSO	will	 perform	 concerts	 throughout	 England.	 The	 tour	will	 be	 capped	 by	 orchestra	
members	 attending	 a	Proms	 concert	 by	 the	National	 Youth	Orchestra	 of	Great	Britain	 in	
London’s	 Royal	 Albert	 Hall	 to	 hear	 the	 world	 premiere	 of	 a	 new	 composition	 by	 Mark	
Anthony	 Turnage.	 OCYSO	 will	 perform	 the	 same	 work	 (“Frieze”)	 at	 the	 Renée	 &	 Henry	
Segerstrom	 Concert	 Hall	 in	 May	 2014	 as	 a	 West	 Coast	 premiere,	 in	 a	 season	 finale	
subscription	presentation	by	the	Philharmonic	Society	of	Orange	County.		

The	Halsell	Foundation,	based	in	Costa	Mesa,	has	distributed	more	than	$1	million	dollars	
to	charitable	organizations	throughout	Orange	County	in	2012‐13.	

The	Getty	Foundation,	based	in	Los	Angeles,	fulfills	the	philanthropic	mission	of	the	Getty	
Trust	 by	 supporting	 individuals	 and	 institutions	 committed	 to	 advancing	 the	 greater	
understanding	and	preservation	of	the	arts	in	Los	Angeles	and	throughout	the	world.	
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The	Orange	County	Youth	Symphony	Orchestra,	now	in	its	43rd	season,	is	the	official	youth	



orchestra	 of	 Orange	 County.	 Winner	 of	 The	 2012	 American	 Prize	 in	 Orchestral	
Performance—Youth	Orchestra	Division,	 the	non‐profit	OCYSO	provides	 the	highest	 level	
of	 pre‐professional	 orchestral	 training	 for	 young	 musicians	 in	 Southern	 California.	
Conducted	 by	 Music	 Director	 Daniel	 Alfred	Wachs,	 OCYSO’s	 mission,	 to	 introduce	 great	
music	 into	 the	 lives	 of	 young	 people,	 is	 fulfilled	 in	 part	 through	 its	 highly	 acclaimed	
“Concerts	 for	 Fifth	 Graders,”	 in	 the	 Renée	 and	 Henry	 Segerstrom	 Concert	 Hall	 at	
Segerstrom	 Center	 for	 the	 Arts.	 This	 series,	 presented	 by	 the	 Philharmonic	 Society	 of	
Orange	 County,	 has	 provided	 music	 education	 for	 more	 than	 500,000	 students.	
Additionally,	 OCYSO	 presents	 a	 concert	 series	 in	 the	 historic	 Memorial	 Auditorium	 at	
Chapman	University.	

Kicking	 off	 the	 2012‐2013	 season,	 OCYSO	 presented	 a	 capstone	 performance	 at	 Los	
Angeles’	 famed	Disney	Hall,	 home	of	 the	 LA	Philharmonic,	 as	 part	 of	 the	 inaugural	West	
Coast	Youth	Orchestra	Festival.		

During	 its	 distinguished	 history,	 OCYSO	 has	 performed	 at	 major	 music	 conferences	
throughout	 the	 United	 States	 and	 has	 toured	 Europe	 and	 Asia.	 Performances	 in	 Austria,	
Italy,	Germany,	 Switzerland,	Hong	Kong,	 the	People’s	Republic	of	China,	 Japan	and	at	 the	
United	 Nations	 and	 Carnegie	 Hall	 have	 been	 lauded	 by	 critics	 and	 audiences	 alike.	 In	
summer	2013,	OCYSO	will	travel	to	the	United	Kingdom.			

Celebrating	 its	 40th	 anniversary	 in	 2009‐10,	 OCYSO	 performed	 a	 joint	 concert	 with	 the	
Mozarteum	 Orchestra	 of	 Salzburg,	 presenting	 the	 United	 States	 premiere	 of	 Kurt	
Schwertsik’s	Mr.	K	Discovers	America.	 In	 his	 review	 for	 the	 LA	 Times,	Mark	 Swed	wrote	
"The	performance	was	smashing	thanks	in	no	small	part	to	the	exceptionally	well‐practiced	
pre‐professionals,	 who	 brought	 a	 sparkle	 to	 the	 Salzburgers'	 sound	 that	 wasn't	 there	
before...They	are	the	real	thing.”	

As	the	Orange	County	Youth	Symphony	Orchestra	enters	its	fifth	decade,	the	organization	
continues	to	grow,	offering	new	experiences	and	opportunities	for	its	members	and	to	the	
community	 at	 large.	 In	 2010,	 OCYSO	 launched	 the	 Chamber	 Music	 Initiative	 which	
compliments	the	regular	symphonic	season.	The	Chamber	Music	Initiative	features	chamber	
ensembles	 comprised	 of	members	 of	 the	 orchestra	 and	 offers	 young	musicians	 a	 unique	
opportunity	 to	 perform	 chamber	 music	 coached	 by	 guest	 artists	 and	 faculty.	 OCYSO’s	
Chamber	Music	Initiative	provides	a	venue	wherein	young	artists	can	hone	their	leadership	
skills	as	well	as	foster	and	support	their	musical	and	intellectual	abilities.	

Watch	 video,	 listen	 to	 audio	 of	 OCYSO,	 and	 learn	 more	 about	 the	 orchestra	 at	
www.ocyso.org  

 

 

 


