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reasons to support ocyso
Since 1970, OCYSO has gained an enviable reputation for 
the range of performance opportunities and training of young 
musicians in the art of orchestral playing. In addition to a full 
concert season, students have the opportunity to perform with 
professional orchestras, guest artists and collaborate with 
living composers.

As part of a superb training, students experience development 
in the area of leadership abilities, time-management and 
critical thinking skills. 

Students have the opportunity to rehearse and perform in 
the beautiful surroundings and conservatory atmosphere of 
Chapman University’s Conservatory of Music.

OCYSO connects students to an impressive network of 
distinguished alumni including Emil de Cou, Associate Conductor 
of the National Symphony in Washington, D.C. and David 
Whitehill, Executive Director of the Bangor Symphony. 

Alumni of OCYSO have also been successful in attending 
prestigious music conservatories such as Juilliard, Oberlin, 
Eastman, The Cleveland Institute, Chapman and such schools as 
Stanford, Berkeley, USC and UCLA.

For those not pursuing a career in music, OCYSO inspires a 
devotion to the arts, preparing young musicians for a lifetime 
of arts participation and patronage.

OCYSO is proud to offer financial assistance to those who qualify.

Your tax deductible donation supports the OCYSO. Also, 
your employer may be interested in the visibility gained by 
supporting OCYSO. Please call (714) 744 7927.

“I am reminded daily of the importance of teachers, mentors, 
family and friends in the formation of tomorrow’s musician. 
Looking back I could not have been more fortunate in my life: 
under the leadership of John Koshak, and now Daniel Alfred 
Wachs, OCYSO is a place where young musicians can come 
together and experience first-hand what it is like to be a part of 
the most powerful and expressive art form I know.  My experience 
with OCYSO encouraged me to dream of a life in music – and that 
is the greatest gift you can ever give to a young musician. Thank 
you, OCYSO, for that dream.”

–Emil de Cou, Associate Conductor
National Symphony Orchestra
NSO @ Wolf Trap Conductor
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mission statement orange county youth 
symphony orchestra

music director
and conductorThe mission of the Orange County Youth Symphony Orchestra 

is to provide pre-professional training to 
Orange County’s most talented young musicians through varied 

performance opportunities, and by establishing 
an environment that develops creative ability, 
self-expression and the desire for perfection.

Dynamic Conductor Daniel Alfred 
Wachs recently completed his 
tenure as an Assistant Conductor 
of the National Orchestra 
of France under Kurt Masur. 
Currently, he serves as Director of 
Instrumental Studies at the newly 
designated Conservatory of 
Music at Chapman University in 
Orange County, California, and 
Music Director & Conductor of the 
Orange County Youth Symphony 
Orchestra. As Assistant Conductor 

of the Minnesota Orchestra, Mr. Wachs’ tenure included a semi-
staged performance of Amahl and the Night Visitors (with the 
Minnesota Opera Chorus and James Sewell Ballet Company), as 
host and conductor of an evening of Mozart Symphonies, and 
various pops presentations. Mr. Wachs holds a bachelor’s degree 
in piano from the Curtis Institute of Music and graduate degrees 
in piano & conducting from The Juilliard School. He is represented 
by William Reinert Associates, Inc. 

“Here in Southern California, we’ve been blessed with vital youth 

orchestras for many years, including … the OCYSO. These 

groups are more important than ever today. With the decline 

of music education in schools, they offer the only outlet many 

students have of performing in an orchestra. Hearing a youth 

orchestra play, then, is almost always a touching experience.  

There’s an extra-musical element to it. A bunch of kids playing 

Brahms – wow, how about that? Maybe things aren’t so bad.”

–Timothy Mangan, Orange County Register
May 5, 2008

The performance was smashing thanks in no small part to the 

exceptionally well-practiced preprofessionals, who brought a 

sparkle to the Salzburgersʼ sound that wasnʼt there before. Thus 

a few notes about OCYSO, which is led by Daniel Alfred Wachs, 

are in order…”

–Mark Swed, Los Angeles Times, 
October 25, 2009

For more than 40 years, OCYSO has provided pre-professional 
training for young musicians

Through a competitive audition, OCYSO is comprised of the 
most talented students ranging from the 8th grade through the 
first year of college

Performs at Chapman University, Laguna Woods, and at the 
Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall

Has performed for more than 500,000 fifth graders as part 
of the Philharmonic Society of Orange County’s Concerts for 
Fifth Graders

Provides chamber music opportunities and workshops with 
guest artist faculty

With a tradition of touring, OCYSO has received critical 
acclaim for performances in Europe, Asia and throughout the 
United States

Hosts an Annual Concerto Competition

Rehearses on Wednesday evenings
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